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April 27, 1988

UM NAMES NEW DIRECTOR OF BUREAU OF B U SIN E SS AND ECONOMIC RESEARCH
MISSOULA —
Paul Polzin has been chosen director of the University of
Montana's Bureau of Business and Economic Research, UM School of
Business Administration Dean Larry Gianchetta announced today.
Polzin, who will assume his new duties May 1, is a
management professor who has been a research associate with the
Bureau since 1968 and its director of economic forecasting since
1983.

He replaces Maxine Johnson, who retired as Bureau director

Feb. 5.
Under his directorship, the Bureau —

the research arm of

the business school -- will continue to provide reliable
economic information to Montana decision makers, Polzin said.
Among those people are state and local government and private
industry employees, for whom the Bureau provides economic
forecasting, survey research, forest industry research, and
economic outlook seminars.
Polzin added that the Bureau will soon undertake other
challenges as well as maintain its current services.
"In light of Montana's slow economic growth, the Bureau is
looking for ways to expand its role in data collection to foster
the state's economic development," he said.
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Polzin specializes in regional economics and applied
econometrics.

He was a consulting research economist with the

U.S. Forest Service from 1972 to 1977 and continues to work
closely with that agency on issues relating to natural resources
and the economy.
He earned a doctorate and a master's degree in economics at
Michigan State University in 1968 and in 1964 received a
bachelor's in that field at The University of Michigan.
A 15-person committee made up of UM, state and local
government, and private industry representatives chose Polzin
Bureau director.

He was one of three finalists in a national

search.
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